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SIMSBURN MEADDGOWS

11/ 19/ 14 STAKEHOLDER MEETING
TOWN HALL
SIMSBURY, CT




Review of original plan

Update master plan components
Implemented since 2008

Review proposed master plan uses
Update plan to current conditions

Regulatory Review (DEEP)
— Floodway
— Wetlands

Stakeholder input

— New ideas/uses
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EXISTING REPORTS
Phase | and Il Environmental Site Investigations of The Baker Property - 1996

-Investigation yielded a concenfration of metals and volatile voc’s in isolated areas of the Property, based on
DEEP information, the affected areas appear to have been remediated.

Iron Horse Blvd Study Commitiee Phase Il - 1997

-A set of guidelines and recommendations was produced by the Iron Horse Boulevard Study committee for the
Town's use of the Simsbury Meadows Property

Site Feasibility Study - 1999

-Study discusses feasibility of constructing soccer fields on the southern portion of the site next to the sewage
tfreatment plant. Issues included flooding, soils, sensitive habitats, drainage etc.

Simsbury Center Design Charrette - 1999

-Report includes various conceptual design concepts for Simsbury Meadows. Recommendations include
conservation, recreation and private residential housing.

On-Site Soil Investigation Report - 2000

-Soil report covering area of proposed soccer fields adjacent to Sewage Treatment Facility. Alluvial soils would be
considered wetlands at the local level, but unregulated at the federal level.

Plan of Conservation Development- 2007

- In relevance to Simsbury Meadows, the POCD highlights the importance of protecting open space and the
natural, historic, agricultural, and scenic resources, and promoting the physical and mental well being of its citizens,

hereby preserving the character and “sense of place” of the community.
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The Farmington Valley Biodiversity Project - 2006

-Report indicated general areas of sensitive habitats along the Farmington River. No specific locations or
species were identified.

Natural Diversity Data Base endangered species response letters - 2007

-A response from the DEEP highlighting three categories of environmental sensitivity. Standing water, Annual
Flooding areas, Vernal Pools.

Archaeological Site Sensitivity Analysis of the Town of Simsbury - 2002

-An analysis of the entire town of Simsbury. One prehistoric and three historic sites of significance were reported
close to the Simsbury Meadow site.

Town of Simsbury “Floodplain Zone” Regulations

NEW REPORTS
Town Center Charrette Report - 2010

-Report includes various conceptual design concepts for Simsbury Town Center. Recommendations included a
focus towards walkable / bikeable pedestrian friendly community and preserving the character of downtown and
the Meadows

RTE. 10 Corridor Study Charrette

- This study focused on context-sensitive mobility, land use, and placemaking in support of the vision of Simsbury
citizens as expressed in the Town's recent Comprehensive and Downtown revitalization plans.
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Existingy/New: Buili Facilines

Historical Uses
- Septic Lagoons

- Pasture / = g \'~ N ===2 BOARDWALK

—— OVERGROWN WALKING PATI

. : 7 =~ .0 RN &= SOFT PATH
- Tree Farming oy : N e = GRAVELPATH
- Sports Fields

Existing Uses
- Simsbury Crew
- Nature Trails
- River Walks
- Sports Fields
- Concerts
- Playground

New Uses
- Dog Park
- Parking
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OPTIONAL RIVER TRAIL EXTENSION

IMPROVE FARM ROAD FOR LIMITED
VEHICULAR ACCESS AND TRAIL LOOP.

EXISTING LAGOONS

EXTEND EXISTING GRAVEE
DRIVE TO WILDLIFE PROPERTY

IMPROVE FORMER DRIVES FOR
TRAIL LOOP SECURITY AND
MAINTENANCE. PROVIDE
VEHICULAR CONTROL. (TYP)

PROVIDE “SOFT TRAIL" TO OXBOW.
CREATE SITTING AREA AT WATER'S
EDGE - BOULDERS, ETC

CONSTRUCT NEW PEDESTRIAN
OR VEHICLE CONNECTION
GRAVEL OR REINFORCED TURF
PARKING = 160 CARS (TYP)

PRIMARY FIELDS AND BANDSHELL
SIMSBURY MEADOWS

2008 Masier Plan Updaite

EXTEND RIVER TRAIL

R e
. HABITAT ECOSYSTEM
PRESERVE -

PAVE GRAVEL LOT AND STRIPE
UNIVERSAL PLAYGROUND

PROVIDE OVERFLOW
LAWN PARKING

=

OPEN FIELD - POTENTIAL
AGRARIAN USE
RENOVATE / EXPAND SOFT PATH
RIVER TRAIL WITH INTERPRETATIVE
SIGNAGE AND WAYEINDING (TYP)
PINE TREE NURSERY STOCK

= OPTIONAL REMOVAL

PINE GROVE / FORMER
NURSERY STOCK. OPTIONAL
DEVELOPABLE LAND

EXISTING GRAVEL DRIVETO
FIELDS AND THEATER

EXISTING HELEN'S WAY BOARDWALK

PROVIDE EXPANDED GRAVEL OR REINFORCED
TURF PARKING WITH CONNECTIONS TO HELENS

WAY (£ 80 CARS)

OPEN FIELD PRACTICE FIELDS / COMMUNITY
GARDENS

CONTINUE VEHICLE ACCESSIBLE GRAVEL
PATHS. PROVIDE CONTROL GATING (TYP)

END PAVED DRIVE. PROVIDE WAYFINDING
AND TRAIL CONNECTIONS. CONTROLLED
ACCESS AND PARKING.

GRAVEL OR REINFORCED TURI
PARKING + 320 CARS. FIELDS /
TRAIL HEAD PARKING

WETLAND MITIGATIONS AND
ENHANCEMENTS. REMOVE
INVASIVES AND LANDSCAPE FOR
HABITAT, AND WIND BREAK.
PROVIDE WATER WALK CROSSING

SHADED PICNIC AREA -
SELECTIVELY CLEAR UNDERSTORY,
REMOVE INVASIVES

PROVIDE GRAVEL PARKING
SPACES ALONG PAVED DRIVE

RE-ESTABLISH “PINES WALK
TO FIELDS. PROVIDE ROOT
PROTECTION

OPEN VIEWS TO BOATHOUSE
AREA ~ CONSIDER MUNICIPAL
USE [PUBLIC LAUNCHING)

PAVE EXISTING DRIVE (TYP)

FUTURE BOARDWALK /
PEDESTRIAN CONNECTION
TO MUNICIPAL LOTS/FIELDS,
TRAILS

REALIGN DRIVE AND
PROVIDE SIGNAGE
PROVIDE WAYFINDING

SIGNAGE ALONG DRAKE
HILLROAD (TYP}

GRAPHIC SCALE
100 20

Proposed Uses
- Sport Fields

- Parking- Gravel /
Reinforced furf

- Walking Trails

- Community Gardens
- Band shell

- Playground

- New Boardwalk
Connections

-Agrarian
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Active recreation

Refined trial systems
Agriculture

Habitat enhancements
Connecting to downtown
Educational opportunities

Enhanced river connectivity

Managing the automobile
Raise public awareness
Performing arts center
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 Historic Use — Horse Race Track and Fairgrounds

* Improvements to Existing Master Plan (Stakeholder
Comments)
School population down — No need for additional sports fields
No Community Gardens — Cost Prohibitive
Fairgrounds / Parking / Access / Connectivity
Open Air Pavilion
Boat House expansion
Wayfinding — Trail Systems And Park Amenities
lce Skating
Paved Parking (Behind Band Shell)

o FUSS & O’NEILL



G | I =

iromi Stakenolder Meeting

Building Expansion Opportunities (in developable areqs)
Children's Science Center or Other
Covered Stage Expansion
Storage and Concessions — along Ironhorse Blvd (mixed feelings)
Warming shed / restrooms
Expanded Parking

Alternative Trail Pavement types

Trail Head Locations

Wayfinding (trails and park amenifies)

River Front walk
Picnic
Photography / Birding (trail points)
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NOTEes iromi Stakenolder Meeiling

Concerns about Noise pollution (if housing on Girard property)
Existing trail behind Girard / water / access

Gravel Parking — Environmental Concerns

Maintenance Costs / Staffing
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FRldn Upaaie

Updated Floodway and ~ |& s
Floodplain Designations e |
Based on Town Mapping
Updated Survey Recomended

"A18 ISHOHNOYI

FEMA
DESIGNATED .
FLOODWAY::"

L 4

5 FARM“TG%ON RIVER

N & “
~100 and 500 year flood lines determined using
mapping provided by the Town of Simsbury
-Flood Hazard data FEMA, 2008.
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* Entire sjte exists within the State / Local Wetlands Data Sources
jurisdiction; All non-federally regulated wetlands -Wetland data Ferrero Hixon Associates, 1999.
i mprised as alluvial soils, therefore regulated -Base map and soils data CT ECO, 2005.

+ Updated Soils and e e
Wetlands A =

« Alluvial Soils Non
Jurisdictional

&

ALLUVIAL AN
FLOODPLAIN SOILS
FEDERALLY ¥
REGULATED ./
WETLANDS
POORLY DRAINED
SOILS ;

[] STANDING WATER

B ,L\./

D *Assunfed non wetland soils pertain to areas that have
T]‘A-be'en disturbed during construction. Itis assumed by the
/ »Consultant that soil classifications within the highlighted
~ are to be considered Non Wetland Soils
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KING LOOP (+/-2. IL|
PRIMARY WALKING LOOP (+/-2.15 MILES) OPTIONAL CONNECTION
= == = PRIMARY WALKING LOOP EXTENSION (+/-.85 MILES)

O L TO STATE OWNED LAND
Trail Options

L] VIEWING PLATFORM / SITTING AREA
Q WILDLIFE VIEWSHEDS

Primary Loop 2+ mi. O o

PARK / TRAIL SIGNAGE

River walk

Secondary Connector
Trails

Signage & Way
finding

RIVER WALK

Parking

Viewing areaqs
(rookery)

& O’NEILL




PRIMARY WALKING LOOP (+/-2.15 MILES)
= = = = PRIMARY WALKING LOOP EXTENSION (+/-.85 MILES) SOFTTRAILSTO

Opportunities and B B i ey
Constraints L} R '
Wetland Crossings
Wash Out Areas
Safety (River Bank)

<l ANIE. ISHOHNOYI

Girard Property Easement
Relocation

WASH OUT AREA
POTENTIAL
FOOTBRIDGE

=
§ < 2, - FARM! *EXISTING FARM TRAILS EAST AND NORTH
i X WITHINTHE SITE ARE OVERGROWN AND
HITDSOII ::ggéﬁis INACCESSIBLE AT MOST POINTS

o “ o4 POTENTIAL FARMINGTON
. P RIVER ACCESS - BOAT
o LAUNCH / PARKING
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Built Environment Built Environment
Maximize Buildable Area Maximize Buildable Area
Relocated Dog Park Relocated Dog Park
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Meadows
Improvements
WPCA Access Drive

Trail Head And
Event Overflow
Helgdgle

“Maintained”
Meadow / event
area

\{e\VAilglelgle!
Trail Connectivity

LN Y B
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* Meet with DEEP
* Prioritize development initiatives
- Designate Priority Project
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